YAHWEH, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, ISWITH US

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and
the house of Jacob their sins...”
(1saiah 58: 1)

Sermon Notes

Study Carefully & Study Prayerfully

The Feast of Tabernacles

Reading:
Nehemiah Chapter 8

1. Introduction

We read in Leviticus 23 that the weekly seventh day Sabbath and all the Feasts listed in that chapter

are called the Feasts of the LORD.

Leviticus 23: 1: “ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2: Soeak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the
LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.
3: Sx days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your
dwellings.
4: These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaimin
thelr seasons...”

Towards the end of that chapter we read these words concerning the Feast of Booths and the L ast Great
Day:
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Leviticus 23: 39: “ Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of
the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall bea
sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

40: And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm
trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall reoice before
the LORD your God seven days.

41: And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven daysin the year. It shall be a statute
for ever in your generations. ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.

42: Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are | sraelites born shall dwell in
booths:

43: That your generations may know that | made the children of |srael to dwell in
booths, when | brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.

44: And Moses declared unto the children of Isradl the feasts of the LORD.”

2. What was God’s Reason?

The Almighty's reason for commanding this extraordinary annual drama concerning ‘booths’ is spelled
out in:

Verse 43: “That your generations may know that I made the children of |srael to dwell in booths,
when | brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.”

WHY, | venture to ask, did the Almighty God want future generations of |sraglites to go through this
procedure year after year simply to learn that their bygone ancestors dwelt in booths for 40 years? Surely
ashort study of Exodus would teach them that fact! I'm sure it would. There must be deeper reasons
for thiscommand. Let'stry to find them. The word ‘booth,’ incidentally, is defined in Strong's
dictionary asfollows:

05521 cukkah {‘sook-kaw'}
AV - tabernacle 12, booth 11, pavilion 5, cottage 1, covert 1, tents 1; 31
1) thicket, covert, booth
13) thicket
1b) booth (rude or temporary shelter)
Sook-kaw: from which comes the feast's Hebrew name * Succoth.’

Just outside the Taber nacles mar quee in Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Scotland is a sook-kaw - (Succoth) in
which you may care to spend afew moments of prayer and meditation. It will give you some idea of
what | am talking about, on thisfirst day of Tabernacles, 03rd of October, 2001. Thiswas my last visit
to SBSfor the Feast of Tabernacles. It is now 2010. Time marches forward. When looking at the
Google satellite, | could see the red barn, but didn't regognize or see the sook-kaw - (Succoth) of the
willows which we planted in 1998. Just follow the Kilwinning Road which will then become the Sharon
road, and there you will see the SBS Feast camp grounds out in the wilderness of the people. Zoom In,



Tilt & Explore the World in 3D - Get Google Earth for Free.

3. Some background History

Before we attempt to ponder the Almighty's reasons for giving this unusual command, let us first ook
back at what took place in the wilderness of Sinai those many years ago. Most Christians already know
the facts; but I'll list them nonethel ess:

|srael’shurried departure from Egypt:

There was blind panic in Egypt when Jehovah authorized the slaughter of the firstborn in every
unbelieving Egyptian home. Next day the Israelites were virtually thrust out of Egypt; and they were
totally unprepared for what lay ahead.

Exodus 12: 30: “ And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.
31: And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from
among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have
said.
32: Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me al so.
33: And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the
land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.”

Guidance/light/shade:

Exodus 13: 20: “ And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the
wilderness.
21: And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way;,
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night.”

Bitter waters:
Three days later Israel met itsfirst test: no water! The healing of the bitter waters of Marah is proof
that Y ahweh can - and will - heal His obedient people in the wilderness.



Exodus 15: 22: “ So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of
Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water .
23: And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they
were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.
24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?
25: And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast
into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an
ordinance, and there he proved them.
26: And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do
that which isright in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his
statutes, | will put none of these diseases upon thee, which | have brought upon the
Egyptians. for | am the LORD that healeth thee.
27: And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm
trees. and they encamped there by the waters.”

Exhausted food supplies:

Within a month of leaving Egypt, Israel had exhausted its food supplies. Starvation literally stared them
in the face; or so they thought. The Israglites had expected to be in the Promised land within afew days;
and here they were - one month later without food - still in the burning wilderness. The next test was
linked to keeping the Sabbath day.

Exodus 16: 1: “ And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel
came unto the wilderness of Sn, which is between Elim and Snai, on the fifteenth day of
the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.

2: And the whol e congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron
in the wilderness:

3: And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the
full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.

4. Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, | will rain bread from heaven for you; and
the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that | may prove them,
whether they will walk in my law, or no.”

The Almighty iswell able to feed His people in the wilderness. No need for the regular visit to the
supermarket. He fed several million Israglites with bread from heaven for 40 yearsin the wilderness of
Sinail Heiswell able to do that again when the time comes. Remember that vital fact about the Bread
from Heaven.

Fiery serpents:



Numbers 21: 5: “ And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wher efore have ye brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water;
and our soul loatheth thislight bread.

6: And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much
people of Israel died.

7: Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents
from us. And Moses prayed for the people.

8: And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and
it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

9: And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if
a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.”

No wells of water:
When they left Elim, they left those 12 wells of water. Now they werein thereal desert.

Exodus 17: 1: “ And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sn,
after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim:
and there was no water for the people to drink.

2: Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink.
And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD?

3: And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and
said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill usand our children
and our cattle with thirst?

4. And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall | do unto this people? they be
almost ready to stone me.

5: And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders
of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.

6: Behold, | will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the
rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.

7: And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, |sthe LORD among us, or
not?”

The Almighty iswell able to provide water for His people in the wilderness. No need for wellsor a
connection to the water mains. Jehovah provided water from the Rock for several million Israelites and
their cattle for 40 years! He can do the same for usif need be. Remember that vital fact about the
Rock.

The People Mummured: Sad to say, for all the miracles:



. The parting of the Red Sea

. ThePillar of Cloud and Fire

. Thewater from the smitten Rock
. The Bread from Heaven etc.

Many |sraelites complained; they murmured. They murmured in their tents, openly and silently to
their relatives and friends. Things weren't going the way they had expected; and as far as they could
see, Moses was to blame. Little did they realize that mur muring against Moses was mur muring against
the LORD! Murmuring isafatal malady. At that time it resulted in the death of millions.

Numbers 14: 26: “ And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27: How long shall | bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? |
have heard the murmurings of the children of I srael, which they murmur against me.
28: Say unto them, Astruly as| live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so
will | do to you:
29:Your carcases shall fall in thiswilderness; and all that were numbered of you,
according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have
murmured against me.”

4. What was God’s Purpose?

But back to our question. What was Y ahweh's purpose in giving this command?

“That your generations may know that | made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when |
brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.” The Almighty's purposeis:. that
by going through this T aber nacle experience each year, al true believers will realize what a powerful
Person isthe LORD God of Israel. And much more than that; Israel would, when recounting those
experiences, learn that the LORD did all thisthrough His Son Y eshua the Messiah. That is the message
the Almighty wants His people to learn. Because:

. YeshuaistheWay:
o 6: " Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (John 14: 6)

. YeshuaistheBread of Life:
n 35: “And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” (John 6: 35)

. Yeshuaisthe Water of Life:
o 13: “Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again:
14: But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the



water that | shall give himshall be in hima well of water springing up into everlasting
life.” (John 4: 13)

. Yeshuaisour ROCK of Life;
o 3. * And did all eat the same spiritual meat;
4: And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual ROCK that
followed them: and that ROCK was Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10: 3-4)

. YeshuaistheLight of the World:
o 12: “ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8: 12)

Yeshuaisthe Curefor the Serpent's sting:
o 14: “ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up:
15: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3: 14-16)

. Yeshuaisour Shelter:
o 34 “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent
unto thee; how often would | have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her
brood under her wings, and ye would not!” (Luke 13: 34)

5. The Second Exodus

No Christian will doubt but that these facts need to be understood by the world, especially by people of
Israel. To be surelsrael isthe chosen of God; but many do not recognize their Messiah's part in that
wilderness experience. Too long have they known the details of their history but failed to recognize
their Saviour. Thereis yet another reason why the Almighty wants His followers to keep Tabernacles. It
Is areason which concerns all end-time believersin the God of Israel. Thereason isthis:

. The Almighty God of Israel isgoing to lead His peopleinto the wilder ness a second time.

. Heisonce again going to meet with them face to face!

. Heisgoing bring us under the bond of the covenant; that is He will write His holy law on the
tablets of our hearts; and only then will we obey Him as we ought to.

. Atthat time Heisgoing to purge out the ‘rebels,’ the ‘murmurers;’ those who are continually
finding fault with the laws God gave mankind through His servant Moses and later magnified by
His only begotten Son, that spiritual ROCK. (Yeshua- JesusChrist)

. These‘rebes’ will NOT enter the Kingdom of God!

« Where do we find this defined? Not surprisingly, in both the OL D and the NEW Testaments. |



quote:

THE OLD TESTAMENT:

Ezekiel 20: 33: “As| live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out
arm, and with fury poured out, will | rule over you:
34: And | will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury
poured out.
35: And | will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will | plead with you
faceto face.
36: Likeas| pleaded with your fathersin the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will |
plead with you, saith the Lord GOD.
37: And | will cause you to pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the
covenant.”

THE NEW TESTAMENT:

Revelation 12: 1: “ And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:
2: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.
3: And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon,
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
4: And histail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:
and the dragon stood befor e the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour
her child as soon asit was born.
5: And she brought forth a man child, who wasto rule all nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
6: And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God,
that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.
7: And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels,
8: And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.
9: And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him.
10: And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethrenis
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.
11: And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
12: Therefore regjoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the



earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because
he knoweth that he hath but a short time.

13: And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman
which brought forth the man child.

14: And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into
the wilderness, into her place, where sheis nourished for atime, and times, and half a
time, from the face of the serpent.

15: And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might
cause her to be carried away of the flood.

16: And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up
the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.

17: And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.”

Thelatter part of this prophecy has not yet been fulfilled.

. TheMAN CHILD isJesus Christ.
o He has already been caught up to heaven, to the throne of God.
(Revelation 12: 5)

. The WOMAN isGod'swifelsrael.
o Sheis seen standing on the M oon, which means that she takes her stand on the Sacr ed

Calendar, which is gover ned by the moon.
(Revelation 12: 1)

. She (the WOMAN) is scheduled at some future date to be borne on eagles’ wings WINGS into
the wilderness.
o 4:“Ye have seen what | did unto the Egyptians, and how | bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself.”
(Exodus 19: 4)

. ThisisNOT a SECRET RAPTURE to heaven;
But to a place on earth,out of the reach of the Devil,
o Where sheisdivinely protected and nourished for a period of 1260 days or three and a
half years.
(Revelation 12: 14)

. CantheLORD God of Israel doit again?
o Can He protect and feed His people for three and a half yearsin the wilder ness of the
peoples?
o I’'msureHe can.
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o Hewho fed ancient Israel for 40 yearsiswell able to protect, feed and illuminate the
camps of His end-time followers for afew years; out of the reach of Satan the Dragon.

6. Summary

The Week of Tabernacles, (Booths) is kept year after year to instruct and remind true believers:

. That Yahweh will once again Taber nacle with His people, meeting them face to face as He did
with ancient Israel in the desert of Sinai. Remember that His Tabernacle (Tent) was in the very
middle of the camp. Indeed, every feature of that physical Tabernacle and the services held in it
represented some spiritual function the Saviour would fulfil. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ
isthe Tabernacle of God! He is God in human flesn!

. That Yahweh can provideliteral and living water from the Rock - Y eshua the Saviour.

. That He can rain down literal and living bread from heaven via His Son Y eshua, the Bread of
Heaven, the Living Bread!

. That He can protect His people from Satan the Dragon as surely as He protected ancient Israel
from the Phar aoh.

. Hecan do al thisfor three and a half years; yea for three and a half trillion years! The length of
time isimmaterial.

Romans 8: 35: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36: Asitiswritten, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter.
37: Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerorsthrough him that loved us.
38: For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor thingsto come,
39: Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which isin Christ Jesusour Lord.”

7. The Question is This?

Do you believe He will do this for you in the near future? Do you really believe that the Almighty God
of Israel can - and will - intervene to save His beleaguer ed wife by taking her into the wilderness as He
did to ancient Israel ? Do you believe that? Well, that iswhat the Scripturesteach; and that is what
Tabernaclesis all about.

. Tabernacles looks back to ancient Israel's wanderings in the desert of Sinai.
. Tabernacleslooks forward to the Coming Exodus, when true | sraelites will be nourished and
miraculously protected for three and a half year s from Satan the Dragon!



Most importantly, the Feast of Tabernacles reminds us of spiritual redlitiesrealized in Y eshua
the Messiah, the Tabernacle of God.

The Almighty God in a human body. He isthe Rock of our Salvation. He isthe Water of Life.
Heisthe Bread of Life.

He isthe One who died on the pole, the cross to save us from the Serpent’ s deadly sting!

It isimportant that you believe these things - vitally important !

May Y ahweh open our eyesto the message of Tabernacles; and may He grant us the faith and
strength to always believe in His only begotten Son Y eshua, the TABERNACLE of God!
May each and everyone of you reading or preaching this sermon, havethe GREATEST
FEAST OF TABERNACLES, EVER!

AMEN

In the Son’sName - For the Father’sglory.

Elder: Max W. Mader

f , Home J.
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