YAHWEH, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, ISWITH US!

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and
the house of Jacob their sins...”
[ 1saiah 58: 1]

Sermon Notes

Study Carefully & Study Prayerfully

Yahweh’'s Presence ... Our Greatest
Asset

Reading: Matthew Chapter 28

1. Introduction

ASSETS, quite naturally, are greatly valued by people of all faiths, no less by those in the Christian
church. We reason, again with perfectly norma human reasoning, that the more assets we have, the more
successful we will bein the work of the Most High. So we judge believers by their assets: their talents,
intelligence, wealth, positions, fame and beauty etc., falsely assuming that these things are evidence of
spiritual blessing.

We imagine, again incorrectly, that the success of Y ahweh's work depends upon these things; and that
without them nothing worthwhile would be accomplished. Thisisfalse reasoning. It is carnal, natural
and human, and we all do it at times - including our selves - but it iswrong nonetheless. For the truth
isthat spiritual progress does not depend upon the above mentioned assets. They are extremely useful to
be sure, and humanly speaking we cannot imagine how the church would function without them; but
again we repeat: they are not essential to spiritual progress.

They are useful toolsin the toolbox of the Eternal and we can see Him using them every day in the
workshop of salvation. But Heiswell able to finish His work without them. Thisis a difficult concept to
grasp. And you will really need to force your mind to re-sort to its natural order of priorities and jettison
your old misconceptions. But it must be done if the church is going to finish the work around the world.
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QUESTION: What then isthe one essential factor for spiritual progress?
ANSWER: The presence of Yahweh in on€'slife.

2. The Heathen’s View of God’s Presence

The heathen believe that there are many gods: but none of them dwells with mankind. They live up there
somewhere - far away from human habitation. According to the heathen, the God's are mighty, but they
are distant. They do not live with mankind. Y ou must go to them; but they will not come to you. A well
known saying is. ‘Even the mountain must go to Mohammed.’ In the Bible we read the testimony of
the sages of ancient Babylon, they said this:

Daniel 2: 10: “ The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth
that can shew the king's matter: therefore thereisno king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such
things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11: And it isa rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it
before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

3. The Christian’s View of God’s Presence

The name Emmanuel means ‘ God iswith us!’

Matthew 1: 23: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

Y eshua [JesusEmmanuel] isthe Almighty God in human flesh, the LORD God incar nate; that is,
Jehovah in human form! His presence is our best asset, the only possession that we really need if
meaningful successisour aim; the one asset without which all others are worthless. Let us now examine
the Presence of Yahweh in the lives of the great characters of the Bible.

Abraham
Genesis 21: 22: “ And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his
host spake unto Abraham, saying, God iswith thee in all that thou doest.”

| saac



Genesis 26: 3: “Sojournin thisland, and | will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto
thy seed, | will give all these countries, and | will perform the oath which | sware unto
Abraham thy father;

24. And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, | am the God of Abraham
thy father: fear not, for | am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my
servant Abraham's sake.

28 And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there
be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and |let us make a covenant with thee;”

Notice how that blessings come with Y ahweh'’s[Jehovah'’s] presence! |saac's assets came as a result of
Y ahweh's presence. They were not the reason for his success; Y ahweh'’s presence was.

Jacob

Genesis 28: 13: “ And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, | am the LORD God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will |
giveit, and to thy seed;

14: And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15: And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest,
and will bring thee again into thisland; for | will not leave thee, until | have done
that which | have spoken to thee of.”

Verse 16: “ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD isin this
place; and | knew it not.”

Genesis 31: 5: “... but the God of my father hath been with me.”

Joseph
Genesis 39: 21:“ But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in
the sight of the keeper of the prison.
22: And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that
were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it”
M oses

Exodus 3: 12: “ And he said, Certainly | will be with thee...”

Joshua

Deuteronomy 31: 8: “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not
fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.”

Joshua 6: 27: “ So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the
country.”



Gideon

Judges 6: 12: “ And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him,
The LORD iswith thee, thou mighty man of valour.”
Note Gideon's reservations about this fact.

Samued

1 Samuel 3: 19: “ And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did et none of his words
fall to the ground.”

David

1 Samuel 16: 18: “ Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, | have seen a son of Jesse
the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of
war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD iswith him.”

Paul

Acts 18: 9: “ Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and
hold not thy peace:
10: For | am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for | have much
peoplein this city”

4. Emmanuel, God Is With Us!

Y ahweh the Almighty God of Isragl is not just with chosen individuals. He is not exclusive to the point
of rgecting the company of ordinary people like ourselves. He will gladly come and abide with anyone
who iswilling to welcome Him.

Matthew 1: 23: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call
his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

Numbers 23: 19: “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
20: Behold, | have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and | cannot
reverseit.
21: He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perversenessin Israel: the
LORD his God iswith him, and the shout of a king is among them.”

5. With Anyone

Revelation 3: 20: “Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, | will comein to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”



Matthew 28: 18: “ And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.
19: Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, 1o, | am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

6. Salutations of Note

In the following verses we can see that the best prayer we can call down on anyoneisto pray that God
be with them. Consider these passages.

Romans 16: 20: “...The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”
1 Corinthians 16: 23: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

2 Corinthians 13: 11: “Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live
in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”

Philippians 4: 23: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
2 Thessalonians 3: 18: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
2 Timothy 4: 22: “ The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.”
Philemon 25: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.”
Revelation 22: 21: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

6. Yahweh's Eternal Presence

Once we have been cleansed from sin and made fit to come into Y ahweh's presence He will dwell with
His people for al time. Thisis one of the greatest propheciesin al the Bible; treasureit.

Revelation 21: 3: “And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God.”

/. Summary

. By their own confession, the gods of the heathen do not live with mankind.

. Whereas Y ahweh, through His Spirit, abides with all His followers.

. Cherished sinisthe only barrier to Y ahweh's presence.

. True believers are often unaware of Y ahweh's presence; but Heiswith us!

. Yahweh's presence always brings blessing and real success.

. Yahweh iswith us always, even unto the end of the world. Praiss EMMANUEL!



. Our greatest asset in thisworld [and the world to come] is Y ahweh'’s presence with us.
. All our other assets cannot compare. And Y ahweh's presence with us depends on our faith in him
and our obedience of His commandments.

These are eternal facts. We ignore them at our peril.

AMEN

In The Son’s Name For The Father’s Glory

Elderss Max W. Mader & ChrisA. Yenni
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